
 

Third Sunday of Easter 
May 1, 2022 
 
Reading I 
Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13 

R  (2a) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
 
Reading II 
Rev 5:11-14 

Gospel 
Jn 21:1-14 

 

At that time, Jesus revealed himself to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He 
revealed himself in this way. Together were Simon Peter, Thomas called 
Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s sons, and two others of his 
disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We 
also will come with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 
they caught nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the shore; 
but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, 
have you caught anything to eat?” They answered him, “No.” So he said to them, 
“Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will find something.” So they 
cast it, and were not able to pull it in because of the number of fish. So the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When Simon Peter heard 
that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped 
into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, for they were not far from 
shore, only about a hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish. When they 
climbed out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. Jesus 
said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught.” So Simon Peter went over 
and dragged the net ashore full of one hundred fifty-three large fish. Even though 
there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, have 
breakfast.” And none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because 
they realized it was the Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and gave it to 
them, and in like manner the fish. This was now the third time Jesus was 
revealed to his disciples after being raised from the dead. 
  
HOMILY: 

 

Today’s gospel recounts one of the scenes (the third time), following the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, when the Risen Lord appears in his glorified body before his 
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followers.  In this case, he is so bodily present that he even eats a fish dinner with them!   

He is TRULY risen—he is risen indeed! 

 

As he appears to them, they are doing what they do as their profession—they are fishing, 

but at that moment not very successfully. We are told “that night they caught nothing.”  

Into their disappointment, the Risen Lord appears, and asks them a question to which he 

already knows the answer (for Jesus knows everything!), “Children, have you caught 

anything to eat?” When they say no, he helps them to find something to eat, saying, 

“Cast the net over the right side of the boat and you will find something.”   

 

How does a net work? It is lowered into the water, and then the fish swim into it, and it is 

lifted into the boat, so that the water in which the fish were swimming flows through the 

holes and then the net holds the fish as they are gathered in the boat.  And, in the most 

famous fishing tale of all time, 153 large fish are gathered, where before they had caught 

nothing.”  Now, the answer to the question, “Children, have you caught anything to 

eat?” is a resounding “yes,” so much so that the catch was too heavy to be lifted into the 

boat, but instead they had to sail to the shore and then drag it onto land.  

 

Today, we gather for First Communion, the sacred meal of the Eucharist, where our 

children come to join us for the first time, to be fed on the Body and Blood of Jesus. 

Here, that question of the Risen Lord to his disciples, “Children, have you caught 

anything to eat?” is changed to: “Children, has anything to eat caught you?”  For, here we 

do not gather food for our nourishment, but instead receive Holy Communion, where we 

become like fish, caught up in the life of God. Here, we are caught by the love of God in 

our reception and eating of Holy Communion. Here, the food, Jesus’ Body and Blood, 

catches us by the heart and gathers us into the life of God. 

 

How many times do we need to eat each day?  Is one feeding enough for one day?  How 

about one feeding for our whole life?  Of course not!  Just like we need to be fed many 

times across the course of our lives, it ought not surprise us that we need to be fed many 

times with the Life of God here at the Eucharist.  If you are feeling hungry, hungry for 

faith, hope, love…and peace, this is the place, Jesus promises, where he will gather us 

and give us His Life—His very Body and Blood.  

 

In the Eucharist, Jesus offers us His glorified Body, to feed our bodies and spirits with his 

gifts of faith, hope and life, that we might live fully nourished with His Life.  Each time 

we are hungry for His life, he is here, ready, to catch us and give us His life.  May our 

children…and all of us…come back weekly…or more…and be fed with that for which 

we all hunger—God’s very Life—the Body and Blood of Christ! 


